 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Statement of 

Bowie County District Attorney Bobby Lockhart

regarding Christopher Edward Collins Jr.’s 

11.6.07 change of plea before 202nd District Judge Leon F. Pesek Jr.
“Tuesday afternoon, almost two hours after we picked our jury, the defendant (outside the presence of the jury) entered a plea of guilty to aggravated sexual assault, which was the offence that we had charged him with in the indictment, which is a first degree felony. There was no deal in the guilt/innocence phase of this trial, which he pled guilty to. There’s no plea bargain with the defendant in the punishment phase of this trial. I think the defendants hopes are going to rest with the jury to convince it he’s eligible for probation; but that’s going to be for the jury to make that decision but there’s no deal with the state.

“Basically we start out in the point in a trial where the jury where the jury would be returning with a verdict of guilty. That’s the part where we starting out this morning as opposed to putting on the whole guilt/innocense  phase of the trial. I guess we’re content or pleased with the fact of defendant’s plea of guilty and look forward to putting on the punishment evidence this morning.”
** Jurors begin hearing testimony today as the punishment trial begins.**
da074.v1
