To: Jenni Carlson

From: Lisa McDermott

RE: answers to questions by Bowie County District Attorney Bobby Lockhart

11.7.07

The collective judgment of 12 jurors is always better than most plea bargained cases. The DA’s office was able to submit our entire case to the jury through state’s exhibit No. 1 when Collins pleaded guilty. State’s exhibit No. 1 contained: Collins’ written confession, eyewitness’ statements, the victim’s statement, DNA evidence linking Collins to the victim, police reports and SANE* examination. Any time the state can get its entire case before a jury, you simply cannot do any more.

The jury was able to consider all of the facts that the state had in this case. The jury’s verdict –severe or not—coincides with their weighing of the facts  and circumstances in this case. If we presented the same facts to a different jury, I think the results would be similar.

I think the defendant’s plea of guilty helped him with the jury. In this part of our country, we are taught and raised from childhood to take responsibility for our actions. The fact that Collins admitted his guilt by pleading guilty to the offense set out in the state’s indictment certainly helped with any issue of Collins’ truthfulness with the jury.
The jury had, through state’s exhibit No. 1 and witness testimony all the facts available in this case. And, after considering these facts, reached the sentence that they did.

There will be no more action to this defendant by the DA’s office other than to assist the court in determining whether Collins will have to report as a sex offender.
Collins’ future with OSU football should be determined by the OSU head football coach, the athletic director and the Board of Regents at OSU.

*SANE: Sexual Abuse Nurse Examiner

