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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF OKLAHOMA COUNTY JAN-- 42008 \Q\:\\\“\g

. - STATE OF OKLAHOMA

1 JOHN Q PORTER,
. - Plamtlff

' INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 89, *

45 ' a/k/a Oklahoma City Schools; and =
- CLIFF HUDSON, individually and in his

- ‘official capacity as Chairman of the Oklahoma_ :

~ City Schaols Board of Educatlon Hee
JOSEPH L. CLYTUS, individually and in his
official capacity as Vice-Chairman of the
Oklahoma City Schools Board of Education;
ALBERT BASEY, individually and in his
official capacity as a member of the
- Oklahoma City Schools Board of Education;.
‘GAYLE-VINES, individually and in her.

" official capacity as a member of the

Oklahoma City Schools Board of Education;

s : 'THELMA R.PARKS, individually and in her
- official capacity as a membe of the Oklahoma

City Schools Board of Education,;
- DAVID CASTILLO, individually and in his

-+ .- official capacity as a member of the Oklahoma
fiada Clty Schools Board of Education: :
* WILFREDO-SANTOS RIVERA, individually -
. andi in his official capacity.as a member of the

'Oklahoma Clty Schools Board of Education,

Defendants

" PETITION

'_ e Depufy

PATRICIA PRESLEY, COURT
4 R ~3AR CLERK

o~

"

' COMES NOW J ohn Q Porter and for hlS elalms agalnst the Independent School

A Dlstrlct 89 a/k/a Oklahoma Clty Schools Cliff Hudson, 1nd1v1dually and in his capacity CLIFF

HUDSON, individually and in his capacity as Chairman of the Oklahoma City Schools Board of



i '_ Educatron J OSEPH 5. CLYTUS 1nd1v1dually and as Vrce-Chalrman ofthe Oklahoma City Schools.

v Board of Educatron ALBERT BASEY mdrvrdually and in h1s ofﬁcral capacrty asa member ofthe” " S

"I:‘,','».;'_,Oklahoma C1ty Schools Board of Educatlon GAYLE VINES indrvrdually and in her ofﬁcrall_ -

L + :capac1ty asa member of the Oklahoma C1ty Schools Board of Educatron, THELMA R. PARKS 1

g ::vlrndmdually and i her ofﬁclal capacrty as ‘a member of the Oklahoma City- Schools Board of _ 5

: .’,.:Educatlon DAVID CASTILLO 1nd1v1dually and in hls ofﬁc1al eapacrty as a member of the’ :
‘ Oklahoma Crty Schools Board of Educatron, WILFREDO SANTOS RIVERA 1nd1v1dua11y and in |
.his official capacity as a member of the Oklahoma vCity Schools Board of Education, alleges and
‘ states as follows: ‘
| . 1. J ohn Q. Porter is the Superintendent of Schools t‘or Oklahoma City Schools

and serves in that capacity under an Employment Agreement that commenced on J nly 1,2007, and

faten termlnates on July 30, 2010

2. That Employment Agreement provrdes for annual evaluatrons and may only

T 'be termmated in accordance with law.

3. Mr. Porter has a property rrght in his contract of employment

L Oklahoma Crty School s Board of Educatron con51sts of the followmg-

SNy -"members Chff Hudson Board Charrman Joseph i Clytus, District 4 Representatlve and Vice .

e Ohairman; Alb:ert__Basey, District 1 Representatiye; Gayle Vines, District 2 Representative; Thelma

: R Parks, District 4 Representative; David Castillo, District 6 Representative; and Wilfredo Santos

s j‘:._.'_ARrvera District 7 Representatrve

B % ThlS Court has both personal and subject matter Jurrsd1ct1on



R F Durrng the penod of hrs employment the Supenntendent has. been treated A

- : w1th hostrhty, dlsrespect and hrs authonty and abrhty to operate undermmed by Chff Hudson, the_-..: ey

: -: Charrman of the Oklahoma Clty Schools Board of Educatlon, who has mdrcated that he wouId_j'j S :

- pursue ‘the termination of the Superlntendent
l - 7 Mr Hudson 1nst1gated an mvest1gat1on of the Superrntendent Dr. Porter
; ; w1th0ut the authorrty of the Board 5 | s .

| 8 Mr Hudson has prev1ously dlscussed the results of the 1nvest1gat10n with"* -
sorne or all of the Board members and select members of the public before the Executive Session
to be held on-January 7, 2008. In those discussions, Mr. Hudson has promoted his view that Mr.
Porter be terminated.

9. Those discussions constituted a deliberation and decision by each board

S rnember approached As such these communications were violative of the Oklahoma Open

e Meetmgs Act 25 0. S: § 301 et seq

A .1 0. Mr Hudson has been successful 1n swaying a number of representatlves of

: the Board to h1s ylew outs1de the purv1ew of any notlced and eonvened meetmg of the Board.

g%+ F | The Oklahoma City School District has pubhshed an agenda Wh1ch indicates :
;that. at §: O(l am .on January 7 2008 1t 1ntends to dlscuss a conﬁdentlal commumcatlon w1th the '

: : -':Drstrlct’s legal counsel That commumcatlon mvolves an 1nvest1gat10n of John Q. Porter and
V." .'constltutes a pretext inasmuch as the report and its findings and its conclusrons have already been '

.drscussed w1th one or more of the Board members Thrs attempts to cure a v1olat10n of the Open

'.: ."_'Meetlng Act Wthh has already occurred



_ 1_2. Mr Porter has been advrsed by a letter from Robert & McCarnpbell that the

g Board w111 cons1der suspendlng lns employment and con31der whether reasons exist to termmate his. .

o -_'-'_emp_loyment.; o

13'." The 8:00 a. m. meetrng is extraordlnary in that regular meetmgs of the Board S e

are hrstorwally held at St 30 p m allowrng 1nterested CltlZCl’lS to address the Board about matters of

2 concern.

|14 The 8:00 4.m: schedule for the rmeeting deprives and impairs the ability of -~

interested citizens to »speak on the issue of the employment of the Superintendent.

15.  The Due Process Clause and Fourteenth Amendment of the United States
Constitutlon and Article_' I, Section 7 o'f the Oklahoma Constit_ution :guara'ntee that no state will
provl‘de any person of llfe, liberty or property Without the process of lavv. -These guarantees are
codlﬁed in 70 0.S. § 6-101.13.
. g 16. The Board as ourrently constituted is tatnted by the actions of its Chairman

,_and certaln of its board members cannot prov1de the due process guaranteed to Mr Porter and,

o e 1ndeed the actrons that they have taken to date have violated his 11fe, 11berty and property interests

> 'w1thout affordlng h1m any due process protectlon
e : ; 17 If the Board is permrtted to continueto con51der, evaluate or demde anymatter '
.wrth respect to Mr Borter ’s contmued- employment the v1olat10ns set forth above will be
& : -exaeerbated and Mr. Porter vvﬂl suffer 1rreparable harm. -
.18. Mr Porter is an esteemed administrator with .impec_._cable credentials and
: :exp‘erienee whois_'e.raputation vvill be damaged 1n that':his Tiberty ‘and property interests w:tll.b'e_

3 continually violated. -



Mr Porter respectﬁllly requests that thls Court entera Temporary Restrammg. :

Order preventlng the Board from conductlng its executive session currently set for J anuary g ¥ 2008 i

o at 8 OO a m and upon further hearlng, enJom the Board as currently constltuted from addressmg any g , g R

asp_ect;of Mr, Po_rter s ernployment relatlonshlp with the Oklahoma City Schools. :

)

* " Murray E. Abowftz, OBA #117 -~ /
Abowitz, Timbérlake & Dahnke, P.C.
P.O. Box 1937
Oklahoma City, OK 73101
Telephone:  (405) 236-4645
Facsimile:  (405) 239-2843

Attorneys for John Q. Porter
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